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Additionally,
MTSD’s
food service, transportation service and
convene to compete in leadership events, share their
successes and learn new ideas about shaping their Grafton High School freshman Sai Chityal trades state parent/community groups will be on-hand to provide important
career future through workshops and exhibits. This conference lapel pins, which works to create opportunities information. At the high school level, schedules are obtained on this day.
For more information about registration, visit www.mtsd.k12.wi.us
four-day conference is considered the pinnacle of the to network and meet students from across the country.
or call the Student Services Department at 238-8510.
FBLA experience.

THE INS & OUTS
OF COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS

No matter
where
you
turn,
you
come across
articles that
question the
wisdom
of
going
to
college. The
familiar
mantra is “college is not for everyone” or some such sentiment,
and the articles go on to explain all the various reasons why
attending college may not be a good life choice. I definitely
understand the reasons that ground this belief, although I cannot
help but wonder what educational choices the authors’ own
children are making.
There is little doubt that in this newspaper’s readership area,
going to a four-year college immediately after high school is the
norm. At Homestead and Cedarburg, the number of graduates
matriculating to a baccalaureate-granting institution hovers
around 80 percent, and at Grafton it is about 70 percent. A good
many of the others go on to schools such as MATC and Moraine
Park in our state’s superb Wisconsin Technical College System.
The expectation that a high school student in Ozaukee County
(Wisconsin’s most affluent) will go directly to college is strong,
and it can unduly influence some students to choose the college
path when another option may be more appropriate.
Part and parcel of the debate over whether to attend college or
not is the one regarding the purpose of higher education: to
impart knowledge or vocational skills. In my work with families
and students, I constantly hear (especially from the parents) that
their children must major in a subject area that leads directly to a
job and the earning of a respectable salary. The stories of
underemployed college graduates (e.g., the stereotypical art
history major who works as a barista at Starbucks) are
omnipresent and legendary, and parents legitimately balk at
paying $100,000 to $250,000 for a four-year degree (and that is if the
student finishes in four years) that seems to have little financial
return. This prospect is especially daunting if student loans are
involved. Nationally, about 70 percent of college graduates leave
school with some loans, and the average debt for these individuals
is just shy of $30,000. With statistics such as these, it is no wonder
many are giving second thought to attending college.
No one who states that college is expensive would spur
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disagreement from me. I work with families and students of
various means, and I have been present at numerous dining room
tables when some agonizing discussions have ensued regarding
college choice and affordability. Tears have been known to flow.
My only counterpoint to the “college is expensive” argument is
that so is not going to college. I need not tell you that the American
economy and our workforce composition are changing rapidly,
and have been for some time. As the manufacturing sector
continues to shrink, our workforce is evolving in a bifurcated
manner: the service sector and the knowledge/information
sector. This division in the workforce and job opportunities is
reflected in increasing income inequality, with its shrinking
middle class, an expanding low-income class and a smaller
percentage of households controlling a disproportionate
percentage of our nation’s wealth. This trend toward increasing
class and economic disparities not only portends poorly for our
nation’s democratic system, but has huge implications for
students as they make what can be life-altering decisions at the
tender age of 18.
Studies on the economic value of a college education are
numerous. Recently, I have reviewed such data from the Pew
Research Center, Bloomberg Business, the Federal Reserve Banks
of New York and San Francisco and Georgetown University’s
Center on Education and the Workforce. With apologies to
Benjamin Disraeli and Mark Twain who reminded us that there
are three kinds of lies (“lies, damned lies and statistics”), I think
some statistics may be illuminating here. In early 2015, the overall
unemployment rate was approximately 5.7 percent, but those
who held a four-year degree had an unemployment rate of 2.8
percent. For those with only a high school diploma, the
unemployment rate exceeded 6 percent.
There is also a substantial difference between the annual
wages of those with or without a college degree, and this is
especially true for the so-called Millennial generation (ages 25-32).
The Pew study found those with a college degree had median
annual earnings of $45,500, as opposed to $28,000 for high school
graduates. This is an annual earnings premium that exceeds 60
percent. The study of all age groupings by the Federal Reserve
Bank of San Francisco showed those with at least a bachelor’s
degree earning $20,050 more annually than those with a high
school diploma. If one considers an employment career of
approximately 45 years (from age 22 to 67), the lifetime earnings
differential for college graduates is approximately $900,000, and
that does not even consider that these additional monies can

compound in the form of home ownership, stocks and mutual
funds, retirement accounts, etc. Additionally, the wage/salary
premium for those possessing a graduate or professional degree
is substantially higher. Before closing this paragraph, it should be
noted that the earnings gap between high school and college
graduates is growing, not necessarily because the pay of college
graduates is increasing, but because that of high school
graduates is shrinking as the traditionally low-wage service
sector continues to make inroads vis-à-vis the manufacturing
sector.
I fully realize that the statistics above are just a snippet of
information. Those who question the value of a college education
will often cite the “opportunity costs” of earning a college degree,
i.e., while forking out $100,000 to $250,000, a college student is also
missing out on four years of earnings or approximately $100,000.
Remember, though, even if not in college, the individual or parent
is incurring costs for the person’s housing, meals, transportation,
etc. In fact, the study by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York
finds that college graduates recoup the opportunity costs of
attending college approximately 10 years after graduation.
Up to this point, this column has focused primarily on the
financial pay-off of earning a four-year degree. But I would argue
that there is much more to the value of a college degree than
money. Almost regardless of the measurement – health outcomes
and longevity, job satisfaction, civic and voter participation,
divorce rates, crime statistics, drug, alcohol and tobacco use,
home ownership, health insurance coverage, retirement plans,
continual learning, children’s educational attainment, etc. –
those with a college degree fare better than those without. College
may not be for everyone, but a two-year vocational or associate’s
degree or a baccalaureate degree and beyond correlates with
superior life outcomes, whether material or social.
If you try college and find that it is not for you, little is lost.
Once you enter the work world, though, and take on the
increasing responsibilities that adulthood brings, returning to
school will be an increasingly difficult proposition. Nothing
ventured, nothing gained.
Tom Tonnesen is the director of College Admissions Pathways
(CAPs) and works with students and their families on the entire
college search, admissions, test preparation and financial aid
processes. He is a member of the National Association for College
Admission Counseling. tonnesen@caps2college.com; 377-0302
(home/office); 262-389-4588 (cell); or www.caps2college.com.

STUDENTSPOTLIGHT
■ Erin Quinlevan of Mequon was named to the dean’s
list at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass. The
daughter of Gretchen and Jack Quinlevan of Mequon, she
graduated in May with degrees in psychology and art.
■ Mikaella Sabinash, Thiensville, was named to the spring
2015 dean’s list at Winona State University, Winona, Minn.
■ Two Cedarburg students received degrees at
commencement services for the winter 2015 semester
concluding in April at Grand Valley State University in
Allendale Mich. Stephen Bilotta received a Bachelor of
Business Arts degree, and Kelly Doedens received her
Bachelor of Science degree. The two were also named to
the dean’s list.
■ Leah Seibel of Grafton was named to the spring
semester dean’s list at the University of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, Minn.
■ Stephen Arnold of Cedarburg was named to the
honor list for the past semester at Minnesota State
University, Mankato.
■ Tufts University recently announced the dean’s list
for the spring 2015 semester. Among these students is
Katherine Kester of Grafton, class of 2016.
■The following local students received their diplomas
from Marquette University May 17: Cedarburg – Wyatt
Checketts, Doctor of Dental Surgery, dentistry; Kathryn
Handrick, Master of Science in Nursing, nursing;
Andrew Kennedy, Master of Physician Assistant,
physician assistant studies; Kristen Kennedy, Bachelor
of Arts, psychology; Jane Kewaygeshik, Doctor of Dental
Surgery, dentistry; Demetrious Kutzke, Bachelor of
Science, physics; David Pagel, Bachelor of Science,
finance; Jordan Schumacher, Bachelor of Science,
business economics; Tyler Whiting, Doctor of Dental
Surgery, dentistry; Ian Worcester, Bachelor of Science,
physiological sciences. Grafton – Anna Hull, Bachelor of
Arts, broadcast and electronic communication; Sean

McDermott, Juris Doctor, Law part time juris doctor;
Jonathan Puccetti, Bachelor of Science, computer
science; Kyle Whelton, Bachelor of Arts, political
science. Mequon – Christine Bohn, Juris Doctor, law;
Joseph Brielmaier, Bachelor of Science, marketing;
Elizabeth Formella, Bachelor of Arts, theatre arts;
Bridget Kelley, Bachelor of Arts, social welfare and
justice; Janet Levey, Doctor of Philosophy, nursing;
Paul Miller, Juris Doctor, law; Rebecca Rebholz,
Bachelor of Science, marketing; Peter Smiley, Juris
Doctor, law; Jamie Yu, Juris Doctor, law.

major, honors Jared Kimpel, Bachelor of Science,
nuclear medicine technology major, honors; Chelsea
Kotes, Bachelor of Science, psychology major; Emily
Montaine, Bachelor of Science, therapeutic recreation
major, highest honors; Arin Saunders, Bachelor of
Science, therapeutic recreation major. Mequon – Caitlin
Hackett, Bachelor of Arts, psychology major; Amy Keel,
Bachelor of Science, political science major, highest
honors; Eric Railsback, Bachelor of Science, physics
major: optics emphasis. Thiensville – Whitney Boehme,
Doctor of Physical Therapy, physical therapy.

■ The following students from the area received the
Chancellor’s Award for the spring 2015 semester at the
Unviersity of Wisconsin-Stout: Grafton – Ashley
Hackert, Bachelor of Science, dietetics. Mequon – Avery
Adebogun, Bachelor of Science, engineering technology;
Rebecca Dummann, Bachelor of Science, early childhood
education. Thiensville – Julia Halloran, Bachelor of
Science, business administration.

■ Lisa Marking of Mequon was named to the spring
2015 dean’s list at John Carroll University in University
Heights, Ohio.

■ Nathaniel Siudak of Cedarburg graduated from
Ripon College with a major in business management and a
minor in leadership studies. Siudak is the child of Eric
Siudak of Cedarburg and Christine Lange of Cedarburg.
■ Andrew Widder of Mequon graduated from Ripon
College with a major in psychology and a minor in
philosophy. Widder is the child of Jeffrey and Marie
Widder of Mequon.
■
The following students completed degree
requirements at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in
May: Cedarburg – Kevin Crevcoure, Bachelor of Science,
exercise and sport science major: physical education;
Loran Hazlett, Bachelor of Science, exercise and sport
science major: exercise science – pre-professional track;
Kaitlyn Kohler, Bachelor of Science, marketing major;
Michael Walters, Bachelor of Arts, English major:
rhetoric and writing emphasis; Mackenzie Welch,
Master of Science in Education, school psychology. Grafton
– Zachary Bucheger, Bachelor of Science, management
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■ The following undergraduate students are being
honored for achieving a minimum 3.5 GPA for the semester
at the University of Dayton in Ohio: Kathryn Arensmeier
of Mequon, in the College of Arts & Sciences; Grace
McCormick of Mequon, in the College of Arts & Sciences;
Mary McCormick of Mequon, in the School of Education
& Health Sciences; Ian Palin of Mequon, in the School of
Business Administration; Carly Peck of Thiensville, in
the School of Education & Health Sciences.
■ James Mikkelson of Cedarburg was named to the
Provost’s list for the spring 2015 semester at the University
of Wisconsin-Parkside.
■ Susan Brancaccio of Mequon, a legal studies major,
was named to the dean’s list in Ithaca College’s School of
Business for the spring 2015 semester at the Ithaca, N.Y.
college.
■ Brittney Ohlrogge of Cedarburg received her
Bachelor of Science degree in biology during spring
commencement at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls.
■ Sophia Dantoin of Mequon graduated cum laude
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N.Y. Dantoin
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in computer and
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