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THE INS & OUTS
OF COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS

College admisisons and health care coverage: Something in common?

In recent
weeks, much
of the news on
the national
level
has
focused on the
technical
glitches
in
signing up for
h e a l t h
insurance
under
the
Affordable Care Act. A political firestorm has swept over
President Obama, the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services and all those associated with the passage of the act and
the rollout of the healthcare.gov website. But there is another
segment of the American public that recently has been plagued
by Internet snafus quite different – yet similar – to the health
insurance sign-up imbroglio, i.e., high school seniors and their
parents.
The Common Application (Common App) often has been
billed as the panacea for students applying to college. After all,
what could be simpler than a one-stop shopping approach, where
the completion of a single application can be used to apply to
multiple schools? In fact, perhaps until this year, colleges loved
the Common App because it serves to increase the number of
applications they receive, almost all with a fee attached. Ah, but
the devil is in the details. The Common App is now accepted by
well over 500 colleges and universities. Last year, nearly 750,000
students used it to send in over 3 million applications, over four
per student. On Aug. 1, the Common App folks rolled out a “new
and improved” version (written with my tongue placed firmly in
cheek); problems and flaws immediately reared their ugly head.
Quite frankly, I am a far cry from a techie, but my readings tell
me that whenever a new, interactive website is launched or
significantly revised, it is best to use the “canary in a coal mine”
process and initially test it on a small fraction of its potential
users. By doing so, bugs can be identified and corrected, thus
saving the larger public from frustration and downright anger. It
can now safely be said that neither healthcare.gov nor
commonapp.org underwent such testing. Both entities have been
forced to correct the problems live and in real time, thus raising
the ire of all their customers.
How bad have the Common App's problems been? Here is a
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spiral” and other challenges posed by high server traffic.
What are students caught in this technological morass to do? It
may be easy for me to say, but try to relax. Indeed, the Common
App is making progress on remedying its problems. With the
passing of the Nov. 1 early “choke point” referred to previously,
the demand on the Common App’s servers has been spread out a
bit. (Be conscious, though, of the potential for similar problems
when the regular decision deadlines come due.) Admission
offices are all too aware of the problems and will likely be flexible
when viewing application errors that smack of technical
breakdowns. Try working on the Common App and the UW
System’s application during non-peak hours, shying away from
school-night evenings and Sunday afternoons. (Friday and
Saturday evenings are especially good, since what self-respecting
high school kid stays home at those times?) Be sure to familiarize
yourself with how to navigate through the Common App’s
various sections and how to insert edits or changes and utilize the
“Help” comments that appear to the right of most questions. Very
importantly, be aware that many colleges have “Supplement”
sections on the Common App with their own set of questions and
writing/essay assignments. These supplements must be
completed and often submitted separately from the main, generic
Common App itself. The Activities section must be completed
carefully, making sure to prioritize entries and providing as much
background information as possible. The Essay/Writing section,
where an applicant must respond to one of five prompts in 250 to
650 words, can be especially vexing. Formatting issues likely will
arise, but can be minimized by structuring your paragraphs in a
block style as opposed to indentations.
I could go on and on, but I will give it a rest here. Just keep
plugging away at your applications. In almost all cases, think “the
earlier, the better.” As is often said, “This too shall pass.” Both the
healthcare.gov and commonapp.org websites are currently
painful, but at least the latter is showing signs of recuperation
and your mental health will improve significantly once your
applications are complete.

very partial list: inability to log on, non-recognition of valid
passwords, “saved” information lost, experiencing the “spinning
wheel of death” while navigating, difficulties with uploading and
formatting essays, being kicked out of the application for no
apparent reason, problems with paying application fees and
affixing the electronic signature, etc. In the admissions
application cycle, Nov. 1 is a key date, in that it is the deadline for
the submission of many colleges’ early (Early Decision and Early
Action) applications. Nevertheless, up to 60 schools were forced to
extend their deadlines due to the problems applicants were (and
still are) encountering. The Common App’s glitches have been so
numerous that it actually has launched a link on its website
which identifies the problems, states whether they have been
fixed or scheduled to be and even has issued an apology
(euphemistically called a “Statement of Commitment”). Some
schools that were planning to join the Common App have now
changed their minds and others have announced their intentions
to drop out. A competing college application system, the
Universal
College
Application
or
UCA
(see
universalcollegeapp.com), has gained new members and schools
as prestigious as Princeton University and Washington
University in St. Louis announced in “mid-stream” that they
would accept the UCA in lieu of the Common App.
The problems with the new Common App have not been the
exclusive domain of high school seniors and their parents.
College admission offices have been swamped with phone calls
from stressed-out students and parents, thus exacerbating their
workload during their busiest time of year. (The Common App
has no help line of its own.) High school counselors depend upon
linking students’ Common App accounts with their software
systems (Naviance, Family Connection, Skyward Access, etc.) in
order to send out transcripts, school reports and letters of
recommendation, yet the new Common App has made these
linkages problematic. This has engendered uncertainty on the
part of high school counselors, students and parents, thus leading
to additional phone calls to colleges to see if required application
materials actually have been received.
It should be noted that the University of Wisconsin System
does not participate in the Common App. Nevertheless, it has no
reason to be smug. The UW System has its own uniform
application (apply.wisconsin.edu) that allows students to save
information and apply to multiple institutions, and it too has
been inflicted with some of the same problems as the Common
App, especially the inability to log on, the aforementioned “death

Tom Tonnesen is the director of College Admissions Pathways
(CAPs) and works with students and their families on the entire
college search, admissions, test preparation and financial aid
processes. He is a member of the National Association for College
Admission Counseling (NACAC). Contact information:
tonnesen@caps2college.com; 377-0302 (home/office); (262) 389-4588
(cell); or www.caps2college.com.
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Legal
Notices

NOTICE OF SCHOOL
BOARD ELECTION
Mequon-Thiensville
School District
April 1, 2014
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the
School District of Mequon-Thiensville
on
Tuesday, April 1, 2014,
the following offices are
to be elected to succeed
the present incumbents
listed. The term of office
for school board members is three years beginning on Monday, April
28, 2014.
Office - Incumbent
Board Member
- James Liska
Board Member
- Suzette Urbashich
NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN, that a Campaign
Registration STatement
and a Declaration of
Candidacy, must be filed
no later than 5:00 p.m.,
on Tuesday, January 7,
2014, in the office of the
school district clerk. (If
nomination papers are
required, the first day to
circulate nomination papers is December 1,
2013 and the final day
for filing nomination papers is 5:00 p.m., on
Tuesday, January 7,
2014, in the office of the
school district clerk.)
NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN, that if a primary
is necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2014.
A description of the
school district boundaries can be obtained from
the school district office.
Done in the City of
Mequon on
Copyright
©
November 7, 2013
Kathryn Houpt
School District Clerk
Publish: November 21
WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN Lot 15, Demge's Addi- Justice Center, Port
vs.
CIRCUIT COURT
CLARENCE
CHRIStion, Village of Belgium, Washington, Wisconsin,
OZAUKEE COUNTY
TIANSEN
Ozaukee County, Wis- Room 201.
NOTICE OF
2821 W. Hidden Lake Rd
Mary Lou Mueller
consin.
FORECLOSURE SALE PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Mequon, WI 53092
Probate Registrar
Case No. 10-CV-0994
-andNov. 1, 2013
718-720 Main St, BelALLMERICA
FINAN- U.S. Bank National Asso- gium, WI 53004
Robert E. Holtz, Esq.
CIAL BENEFIT INSU- ciation, as Trustee, suc- DATED: October 31, Bar No. 1009094
cessor in interest to 2013
RANCE COMPANY,
Mequon Law Offices
a foreign insurance com- Bank of America, NationMaury Straub 1001 W Glen Oaks Lane
al Association as Truspany
Ozaukee Co. Sheriff Suite 210
tee as successor by mer440 Lincoln Street
Gray & Associates LLP Mequon, WI 53092
ger to LaSalle Bank NaWorcester, MA 01653
Attorneys for Plaintiff 262-241-1616
tional Association, as 16345 W. Glendale Drive Publish: Nov. 7, 14, 21
-andARTISAN AND TRUCK- Trustee for Certificate- New Berlin, WI 53151
WNAXLP
ERS CASUALTY COM- holders of Bear Stearns (414) 224-8404
PANY, a foreign insu- Asset Backed Securities Please go to www.gray- STATE OF WISCONSIN
I LLC, Asset-Backed law.com to obtain the
rance corporation
CIRCUIT COURT
6300 Wilson Mills Rd Certificates, Series 2007- bid for this sale.
OZAUKEE COUNTY
W33, Mayfield Village, HE5
Gray
&
Associates,
NOTICE OF
Plaintiff,
OH 44143
L.L.P. is attempting to FORECLOSURE SALE
vs.
Defendants,
collect a debt and any inCase No. 11-CV-0416
J.
Wessing, formation obtained will Wells Fargo Bank, NA
STEEL-CRAFT CORPO- William
RATION
OF
HART- Penelope E. Wessing, be used for that purPlaintiff,
FORD, a domestic cor- Martin Corson and Debo- pose. If you have previ- vs.
rah Corson
poration
ously received a dis- Perri G. Giorgi, Mary E.
Defendants.
105 Steel Craft Drive
charge in a chapter 7 Giorgi, Associated Bank,
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE bankruptcy case, this N.A., Stafford RosenHartford, WI 53027
that by virtue of a judg- communication should baum LLP, State of WisNominal Defendant.
ment of foreclosure en- not be construed as an consin Department of
PUBLICATION
tered on November 2, attempt to hold you per- Revenue and ChristoSUMMONS
THE STATE OF WIS- 2012 in the amount of sonally liable for the pher Dorman
CONSIN, to Clarence $151,415.80 the Sheriff debt.
Defendants.
Christiansen named a- will sell the described Publish: Nov. 14, 21, 26
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
premises at public aucbove as a defendant:
WNAXLP that by virtue of a judgYou are hereby notified tion as follows:
ment of foreclosure enthat the plaintiff named a- TIME:
STATE OF WISCONSIN tered on August 15,
bove has filed a lawsuit December 19, 2013 at
2012 in the amount of
CIRCUIT COURT
or other legal action a- 1:30 p.m.
$363,149.01 the Sheriff
OZAUKEE COUNTY
TERMS:
gainst you.
will sell the described
Amended
Within 45 days after No- Pursuant to said judgpremises at public aucNotice to Creditors
vember 14, 2013, you ment, 10% of the suc- (Informal Administration) tion as follows:
must respond with a writ- cessful bid must be paid Case No. 2013-PR-111 TIME:
ten demand for a copy to the sheriff at the sale IN THE MATTER OF December 19, 2013 at
of the Complaint. The de- in cash, cashier's check THE ESTATE OF
1:30 p.m.
mand must be sent or or certified funds, pay- Robert E. Wehausen
TERMS:
delivered to the Court, able to the clerk of Deceased
Pursuant to said judgwhose address is Mil- courts (personal checks PLEASE TAKE NOTICE ment, 10% of the sucwaukee County Court- cannot and will not be 1. An application for in- cessful bid must be paid
house, 901 North 9th accepted). The balance formal
administration to the sheriff at the sale
Street, Milwaukee, Wis- of the successful bid was filed.
in cash, cashier's check
consin 53233, and to must be paid to the clerk 2. The decedent, with or certified funds, payCarlson, Blau & Cle- of courts in cash, ca- date of birth March 23, able to the clerk of
mens, S.C., plaintiff's at- shier's check or certified 1949 and date of death courts (personal checks
torneys whose address funds no later than ten August 7, 2013, was cannot and will not be
is 3732 West Wisconsin days after the court's domiciled in Ozaukee accepted). The balance
Avenue, Suite 300, Mil- confirmation of the sale County, State of Wiscon- of the successful bid
waukee,
Wisconsin or else the 10% down sin, with a mailing ad- must be paid to the clerk
53208. You may have payment is forfeited to dress of 1615 West Zed- of courts in cash, ca2013
Conley
Publishing
AlllerRights
Reserved. 11/21/2013
the plaintiff.Group.
The properan attorney
help or repreLane, Mequon, WI shier's check or certified
ty is sold "as is" and sub- 53092.
sent you.
funds no later than ten
If you do not demand a ject to all liens and en- 3. All interested persons days after the court's
copy of the Complaint cumbrances.
waived notice.
confirmation of the sale
within 45 days, the Court PLACE:
4. The deadline for filing or else the 10% down

PLACE:
Main Lobby of the Ozaukee County Justice Bldg,
1201 S. Spring Street,
Port Washington
DESCRIPTION:
Lot 2 of Certified Survey
Map No. 3138, recorded
May 5, 1999 in Volume
22 of Certified Survey
Maps on Page 166, as
Document No. 633462,
being a part of the South-

east 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 32,
Town 10 North, Range
22 East, in the Town of
Grafton,
Ozaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:
886 Pioneer Rd, Grafton, WI 53024
DATED: November 14,
2013
Maury Straub

Ozaukee Co. Sheriff
Gray & Associates LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
16345 W. Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151
(414) 224-8404
Please go to www.graylaw.com to obtain the
bid for this sale.
Gray
&
Associates,
L.L.P. is attempting to
collect a debt and any information obtained will

be used for that pu
pose. If you have prev
ously received a dis
charge in a chapter
bankruptcy case, th
communication shou
not be construed as a
attempt to hold you pe
sonally liable for th
debt.
Publish: Nov. 21, 26
Dec. 5
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C A L L an
EXPERT

YO U R G U I D E TO LO C A L E X P E R TS

CLEANING PLUS!!
Residential Cleaning
Bonded / Insured
• The way you want it done
• Call Cindy 262-284-1190

Lorbecki
Carpentry, LLC
Decks, kitchen, bath &
basement remodels.
Doors & windows.

262-993-1048
lorbeckicarpentry.com
Licensed & Insured

SNOWPLOWING

SERVING OZAUKEE
COUNTY.

MC TREE

Stump removal. Tree
Trimming & Removal.
FREE estimates.
262-338-0043

Licensed and insured,
fast free estimates.
Call (Zach) 414-588-1119

ELECTRICIAN
28 years exp. Small or
large. Very reasonable
rates. FREE estimates.

WALLPAPERING &

262-370-2201

AFFORDABLE
TREE SERVICE

Mark Jacobson Electric

Insured/ Credit Cards
Service Upgrades • ReAccepted 262-375-1555
modeling • Rec. Rooms •
Painting & Wallpapering
Code Compliance • FREE
Wood finishing - tile. Bath/
estimates. 262-238-8600
kitchen remodeling. Handyman. Pressure washing. GOLLNICK & SONS Tree
Terry Kuss, 262-334-4850 Service: ISA cert. arborists
Tree: pruning/removal, fertilize, EAB. Free estimates
Oz. Cty.......262-375-2237

REMOVAL
Painting - interior & exterio
30 yrs. exp. FREE est
mates. Jim: 262-334-9339

Place Your Ad On-Line
24 / 7

November 22, 2013 5:43 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

A-1 MEN WITH TOOLS
Handyman + Drywall/
Painting. Honey-do list.
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING -

L&H Tree Service

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR:
Trees cut • Trimmed • ReRetired Teachers. Free
moved • Stump removal •
Estimates, 30 yrs exp. 262- SR disct. • Insured • Free

BUYING OR SELLING
CLASSIFIED
IS THE PLACE

